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UNION (CCWU) 

1 . IN REMARKS TO ANNUAL TNINK-IN SEMINAR OF CCWU ON MAY 8 
DR. ZIN HENRY, WHO HEADS CARIBBEAN OFFICE OF INTERNATIONAL 
LABOR ORGANIZATION (ILO), STRESSED THAT TRADES UNIONS MUST 
ADAPT THEMSELVES TO CHANGING SOCIAL, POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC 
CONDITIONS IN CARIBBEAN. HENRY STATED THAT UNIONS MUST 
EXAMINE WHETHER THEIR CONFRONTATIONAL ROLE WHICH HAD EMERGED 
UNDER FREE ENTERPRISE SYSTEM CAN BE JUSTIFIED NOW THAT 
COUNTRIES SUCH AS GUYANA AND JAMAICA HAVE A FULLY ENUNCIATED 
AND PARTIALLY IMPLEMENTED POLITICAL-ECONOMIC SYSTEM OF 
SOCIALISM. EMPHASIZING THAT HE WAS SPEAKING UNOFFICIALLY, 

HENRY MAINTAINED THAT POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC SITUATION IN 
COUNTRIES SUCH AS JAMAICA AND GUYANA HAD CHANGED ENOUGH 
TO JUSTIFY A NEW METHODOLOGY FOR UNIONS WHICH HE 
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LABELLED MEANINGFUL PARTNERSHIP WITH GOVERNMENT. UNIONS 
MUST CARVE OUT PATH WHICH THEY WILL FOLLOW RATHER THAN LET 
GOVERNMENT IMPOSE IT THROUGH LEGISLATION. TO DO THIS 
TRADES UNIONS MUST LOOK BEYOND VESTED INTEREST THEY HAVE 
IN TRADITIONAL CONFRONTATIONAL RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN 
MANAGEMENT AND LABOR. IN ORDER TO BOLSTER TRADE UNION 
SECURITY AS THEY ADOPT NEW ROLE, LEGISLATION COULD BE 
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INTRODUCED REQUIRING COMPULSORY TRADES UNION MEMBERSHIP. 
HENRY PRAISED CARIBBEAN GOVERNMENTS FOR TRYING TO 
ACCOMPLISH POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC RESTRUCTURING WITHOUT 
SACRIFICING DEMOCRACY BUT WARNED THAT THIS PUT A BURDEN 
ON UNIONS TO COOPERATE BY FORGING NEW ROLE COMMENSURATE 
WITH CHANGES. 

2. IN QUESTION AND ANSWER SESSION CCWU REPRESENTATIVES 
POINTED OUT THAT GOG HAD NOT IMPLEMENTED DEMOCRATIC 
SOCIALIST LABOR PRACTICES SUCH AS WORKER PARTICIPATION 
AND HENRY CONCEDED THAT JAMAICA HAD GONE FARTHER THAN 
GUYANA IN THIS REPSECT. CCWU MEMBERS FELT THAT 
GOVERNMENT HAD NOT INVOLVED LABOR SUFFICIENTLY IN 
DEVELOPMENT PROCESS. GENERAL SENTIMENT WAS THAT 
ALTHOUGH CCWU WOULD LIKE TO COOPERATE WITH GOVERNMENT 
AND WAS NOT OPPOSED TO SOCIALISM IN PRINCIPLE, IT 
FEELS MORE THAN EVER BEFORE IMPORTANCE OF 
INDEPENDENT MILITANT DEFENSE OF WORKERS' INTERESTS. 
BLACKEN 
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